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Artist Statement

When | was asked to create this work, | wondered: How can | portray the nine World Day of
Prayer Guiding Principles without turning them into nine separate images? That question
gave rise to this painting. The answer came as rain.

Each of the nine Guiding Principles is depicted within a raindrop. The drops hold scenes of
women who embody them: Christian women of different places and ages who follow
Jesus; women who listen and speak; women who are faithful and creative; women who
stretch beyond what is familiar and become inclusive, building bonds across generations;
women who share, knowing that all have something to give and to receive; women who
develop a global ecumenical sisterhood and build trust with one another; Christian women
who are neighbors in a multi-religious world, living in community with people of other faith
traditions; women committed to learn and striving for wisdom; and women who move from
prayer into responsible action in the face of the world's realities.

But the Guiding Principles do not stay inside the drops. The rain falls on the earth.

Itis fertile ground that receives, nourishes, and transforms what it is given. From it, small
figures begin to sprout, drawn from the World Day of Prayer symbol: little praying people
whose heads and hands become green leaves, like young plants growing.

In this image, prayer is what grows.

The nine Guiding Principles are the rain that nourishes it. They are the values, practices,
and ways of coming together that, handed down and renewed over time, allow prayer to
take root, multiply, and keep growing.

That is why water holds a central place in the work. The rain nourishes the earth, the earth
receives the rain, and from it prayer is born, grows, and multiplies. And the small drops
that keep falling suggest that the process never ends.

A hundred years of history can be seen this way: the Guiding Principles falling like rain,
generation after generation, nourishing common ground where prayer could grow.

The women in the drops differ in age, culture, tradition, and ways of taking part, yet all
belong to the same cycle. They listen and speak, learn, create, share, include, build
bridges, and act in the world. Each one contributes something to that shared ground.

After one hundred years, the rain goes on.

And as long as the Guiding Principles keep falling on ground ready to receive them, prayer
will keep finding places to take root, to grow, and to multiply.



About the Artist

My name is Priscila Freire Yoder. | was born in Cérdoba, Argentina.

| have loved to paint since | was a child. As a teenager, | had a great deal of contact with art
through my work in the church: | painted Bible stories to tell to children, painted murals to
decorate Bible school classrooms, and made large illustrations for preaching in public
squares.

When | turned 18, | had to choose between studying art and a degree in Social Work, and |
chose Social Work. | graduated and went on to earn a master's degree in Social Policy. |
worked for more than 20 years in health care in very vulnerable communities in Buenos
Aires. | also volunteered with a nonprofit organization that worked for peace through art.

My social work began to fill my mind with images and feelings, and | decided to begin
studying art. Painting, drawing, and printmaking became my way of expressing myself, my
way of making visible everything | had experienced. One of my works, Hospital Cerrado
(Closed Hospital), won a United Nations award in the “Art for Social Justice” competition
and was exhibited in Geneva.

I have always walked hand in hand with Jesus, or rather, with Jesus holding my hand. His
grace and love have sustained my faith even in the worst of times.

Recently, Néstor Miguez asked me to paint Jesus in Latin America, surrounded not by
young men but by many people of different ages, genders, and occupations. He used this
work for the cover of his book Jesus maestro popular (Jesus, the People’s Teacher). He
then asked me for another work showing Jesus with the people following him. With my
heart pounding before the blank canvas, | drew the work that became the cover of another
of his books, Jesus del pueblo (Jesus of the People).

These paintings are full of color, because that palette shows the joy of a people full of hope
at encountering Jesus, who drew near to us and still draws near to us.
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World Day of Prayer is a worldwide movement of Christian women of many traditions who
gather in local communities for a common day of ecumenical prayer on the first Friday of
March. In our partnership, we are guided by these principles:

1. Starting point: Christian Women

a. Werecognize Christian women as competent to express their faith and to
speak about their lives in prayer and worship before God and in community.

b. Christian women see themselves and one another as Christians before God
coming from different theological and church traditions in which they
respect one another.

c. Theyturnto their faith in Jesus Christ and to the bible as a common basis
from which to shape their prayer and worship.

2. Listening and speaking

a. Prayerisrootedin listening to God and to one another. On World Day of
Prayer we listen to the Word of God and to voices of women sharing their
hopes and fears, their joys and sorrows, their opportunities and needs.

b. Inaclimate of attentive listening, women find their voices and can speak
from their experiences. We can “hear one another into speaking”’.

c. The commitment to speak and to listen provides the basis for genuine
dialogue.

d. Dialogue in WDP takes place between women far apart from one another
and among women at home. The voice of far away women is primarily
received in written form and asks us for creative ways for how we can enter
into dialogue with them. Careful preparation of the WDP service is
necessary to enable local communities to join their voices in informed prayer
on the first Friday of March.

3. Being faithful and creative

a. WDP calls women to be faithful to the worship service that they receive and
to the women who wrote it.

b. Within the demands of translation into different languages and
interpretations into different contexts women strive to be faithful to the texts
that they received and so to make heard the voices of women of a different
country.

c. Faithful listening also opens our eyes and leads to creativity in building a
bridge between different contexts.

! Morton, Nelle, “The Journey Is Home”, Boston, Beacon Press 1985
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d.

e. Faithful creativity in celebrating WDP widens the horizons of all who
participate. It fosters vital ecumenical prayer and strengthens ecumenical
solidarity at the local level and worldwide.

4., Stretching beyond what is familiar; becoming inclusive

a. lIttakes somerisk to understand one another from where the other person is
rather than from where | am;

b. Stretching asks us to move through our own resistance and to overcome
obstacles and to cross borders.

c. lItbrings renewal when there is stretching out to far away women and to
those who live nearby and to new generations of young women.

d. To beinclusive offers the possibility to encounter the breadth and depth of
the Christian experience.

5. Sharing acknowledges that all have something to give and to receive

a. Eachyearthe women of a country share their faith and lives in the worship
service with their sisters around the world.

b. Taking turns in writing the service emphasizes that all are able to give and
receive.

c. Insharing prayers, culture, music, art, we discover commonalities and
differences that can be celebrated and can be enriching.

d. Sharingresources has many expressions: gifts, talents, skills, hospitality,
care, time, commitment, reliability, persistence, and other forms of
assistance.

e. Through the WDP offering women share their resources with women and
children around the world.

6. Developing global ecumenical sisterhood; building trust with one another

a. We begin on a personal level with respect and being open-hearted.

b. This openness helps to establish relationships which make further steps
possible.

c. Inanatmosphere of trust barriers that divide can be overcome.

d. God’strustin us enables and encourages us to trust one another.

e. Trustis also a key attitude in building authentic ecumenical relations.

7. Being a Christian neighbor in a multi-religious world
a. Our prayer on WDP is Christian prayer taking place in a multi-religious world.
b. Called by Jesus Christ to love our neighbors, Christian women seek to live in

WDP encourages creative celebration of the WDP service which expresses
your own response to the theme, the bible texts, and the points of
connection between women in different parts of the world.

community with everyone around them including people of other faith
traditions.



C.

While today the search for ways to hold inter-faith prayer is happening on
various levels, WDP is keeping its focus on strengthening ecumenical
relationships through Christian prayer.

If people of other faiths wish to attend WDP services or women wish to invite
neighbors of other faiths, they are welcome as guests to whom we extend
Christian hospitality.

Committed to learn; striving for wisdom

a.

Each year WDP brings to women a stimulus to learn and to study. Women
welcome the occasion to reflect on the significance of the annual WDP
theme and to learn about the lives of people in other countries. They are
keen to discover new understandings about cultures, expressions of
Christianity, causes for social problems, urgent world issues, ways to
address them, etc.

WDP furthers an attitude of learning that is open to new perspectives and
that helps to grow a body of knowledge that can build on the years before.
WDP fosters the use and development of appropriate educational materials
that range from written texts to new media.

WDP understands learning as a mutual process of learning together and
from one another. Together we strive for wisdom that shapes our
understandings and guides our actions in our daily lives.

WDP helps us to recognize better what is our own and to appreciate and
respect what is other than our own. To differentiate is an important part of
our learning process. Thus we build a global perspective that resembles a
rainbow of many colors and that is different from forces that drive
“globalization” in a way that devalues people’s lives and cultures.

Each year the WDP theme and worship service take up a different aspect of
Christian theology in an ecumenical endeavor. Thus WDP contributes to
ecumenical learning and a fuller understanding of our Christian faith.

Moving into responsible action

a.

b.

C.

In WDP every woman is invited to be engaged and to bring in her talents. All
the time, skills, services that are contributed; all the study undertaken and
all the trust that is being built become the basis for ongoing action. This
active participation takes up the WDP motto: informed prayer--prayerful
action. We need the depth of prayer and meditation so we can freely risk
ourselves in love and action.

WDP encourages responsible action that grows out of the worship service
and its theme, and that is wisely discerned and appropriate for women who
engage in it.

The steps toward action begin wherever women are in their everyday lives in
their communities and can reach as far as the everyday lives of women in
other countries.



d. When women move forward step by step they express both courage and
hope. Being willing to look at the problems that affect the world and cause
suffering requires courage. To take small steps and proceed one step ata
time is an expression of hope even when confronted by many difficulties.

e. WDP has grown from small seeds into a global ecumenical movement, a tree
that grows every year. The trust that we have is in God who gives the seeds
the strength to grow and the tree to bear fruit. God empowers us on our
journey as we walk step by step with one another.

Prayer to Guide Us:

God, source of our strength,

we thank you.

You transform the seed into fruit.

You feed and sustain us.

You are with us on easy and difficult paths.
You enable us to walk with one another.

We ask you,

help us to trust your strength that cares for what is
small

and that can create something marvelous from timid
beginnings.

Be near us, guide and move us.

As the grains from many fields become bread,

so make out of us one community

sign of hope in this world. Amen.






